On December 19, 2025, the West Metro Social Duplicate Bridge Club hosted its first Non-
Life Master tournament at The Marsh in Minnetonka, Minnesota. Bridge enthusiasts
seeking silver points filled eleven tables during the morning session and eight tables in the
afternoon. Friends and colleagues gathered to compete, learn, and enjoy the unmistakable
energy of people who love the game—many putting into practice lessons learned from our
teacher, Keith Thompson.

Attendance was strong, especially given the time of year. Loyal member Kris Young noted,
“Considering it’s a busy time of year and we have many snowbirds, it was a great turnout.”
The day was made even more enjoyable thanks to excellent food. Patti Richardson
arranged catering with local favorite Duffner Donuts, a family-owned business. “Duffner
was delighted with our business—so much so that they brought extra donuts for the
afternoon session!” Patti shared. Players enjoyed delicious sandwiches, Marcia’s
homemade shortbread, and, of course, donuts. “Players really got a great value,” she
added.

Feedback from participants was overwhelmingly positive. The Marsh proved to be a
welcoming and comfortable venue, and players traveled from across the metro area—
braving cold temperatures, snow, and rush-hour traffic—to attend. Regular player Denice
Jasper summed it up well: “Our first tournament was a success on many levels. We were
welcomed, we learned, we were well fed, and we earned silver points!”

Behind the scenes, rapidly advancing player David Niles managed registration, collected
fees, and assigned tables—no small task. David and his wife, Huldah, were also rewarded
with silver points for their efforts at the bridge table.

Club organizer Norrie Thomas was impressed with both the turnout and the smooth flow of
play. “Only six months ago, many of these players had never used a bidding box,
computerized scoring, or played at tournament tempo,” she said. “Now they’re
comfortable with transfers after a 1NT opener and ready for competitive play. Keith is
preparing this group for the Summer Nationals in Minneapolis—there will be many new and
confident tournament players come July.” Players attended from St. Paul, Minneapolis, and
St. Cloud, underscoring the strong demand for Non-Life Master tournaments in the metro
area.

Steve Gaynor and Keith Thompson served as outstanding directors and coaches
throughout the event. Their support and dedication continue to make a meaningful impact
on the club’s growth and success.

Games resume on Friday, January 9. A Monday lesson series with Steve Gaynor begins in
February, followed by Sarah Wahl teaching Audrey Grant’s 2 Over 1 starting in March. Stay
tuned—there’s much more planned for 2026



